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CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION (COVERT POWERS) BILL 2011 

Third Reading 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [3.00 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [3.01 pm]: I do not intend to further delay the passage of the Criminal 
Investigation (Covert Powers) Bill 2011. Certainly the powers under this legislation will be a great tool to 
investigators. The opposition hopes that the resources available to investigators under this bill will be focused on 
organised crime and not minor, trivial or vexatious offences. It is very important that these powers are focused 
on organised crime investigations. In this context, as we have seen from other jurisdictions, they have proved to 
be particularly useful. It is for that reason that the opposition has some concerns about the use of these powers on 
offences that have attracted relatively low levels of imprisonment—namely, three years or less. The kinds of 
offences we are looking at in serious organised crime—such as money laundering, extortion, drug importation, 
and drug distribution—should all carry penalties far in excess of three years. We believe that the threshold in this 
legislation is far too low. Having said that, we support the legislation.  

We also expressed our concerns about giving these powers to fisheries inspectors who may operate them without 
the assistance of police, who have a much greater level of training. The maximum penalty for fisheries offences 
is some four years for trafficking in fish. A better solution would have been to prescribe those activities from 
time to time when the powers were needed, rather than just having them there to be made available at any time. 
By doing it this way, sufficient focus or attention is not given to ensuring that the powers are deployed in the 
most effective way and the way that this Parliament intends—namely, for serious organised criminal offences.  

The opposition is not keen to delay the bill any further as it is uniform legislation; when the bill reaches the other 
place it will automatically be referred to the committee for review for three months. In that regard, I hope that 
that committee will look at our reservations, which are minor in the scheme of things. We are largely supportive 
of the legislation, but we would like the committee to at least examine the utility and efficacy of the lower 
threshold and of the power invariably being given to fisheries inspectors, rather than that power being conferred 
only on an as-needs basis through regulation.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [3.04 pm] — in reply: I thank the member for 
Girrawheen for her cooperation throughout the debate on the Criminal Investigation (Covert Powers) Bill 2011. I 
know that she has had reservations in a couple of areas, but I thought that during consideration in detail I gave 
the member for Girrawheen some very good reasons for including fisheries inspectors in this particular bill. It is 
not unlike legislation elsewhere. I do not know quite what the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and 
Statutes Review will do in relation to this bill. I do not think it is its province to have an opinion on whether the 
bill is right or wrong; the review will concern whether the bill falls within uniform legislation. The members in 
the upper house will decide on the vote on this particular bill, but I hope and almost feel very confident that this 
bill will go through because it has had the support of both sides of the house in this chamber. Normally, when 
that happens, we get cooperation and agreement on both sides of the house in the other place. Of course, we 
never know until the legislation is finally passed. 

Once again, I express my thanks to the member for Girrawheen for her contribution; I appreciated it. She was 
very helpful in assisting with the passage of this bill and ensuring it went through at a reasonable speed.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


